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Missouri Drug Awareness Poster Contest 

Winner 

Kyle Inman Arcadia Valley #2330 

Winning Poster 



Grant awarded to local farmer helps deliver driver safety message 

Pictured L-R:  Dan Graham, Livingston County Farmer and Elks Lodge Member,  

Steven Palmer, Elks Lodge Secretary and Amie Kepner, Elks Lodge Exalted Ruler 

The Grand River Technical School chapter of SkillsUSA partnered with Chillicothe Elks Lodge no. 656 to put on a  Mock Accident 

Docudrama that many area high and middle school students attended to stress the dangers of driving while impaired or distracted.  

The Elks Lodge also partnered with the Chillicothe High School Project Prom to help provide a safe evening for the recently CHS 

after prom event.  

Approximately 300 area high school and middle school students attended the event held in two sessions on Friday, April 22, in the 

parking lot behind Grand River Technical School.  Lunch was served between the two sessions.  The docudrama portrayed a two-

car accident caused by impaired or distracted driving, involving a DUI investigation and arrest, an injury requiring evacuation by 

Life-Flight and a death.  Livingston County Emergency Management, Chillicothe Fire Department, Chillicothe Police Department, 

the Missouri State Highway Patrol, Life-Flight Eagle, and the Livingston County Coroner all participated and provided a real life look 

and feel to the event. 

Funding for both events was made possible by a $2,500 grant the Lodge received from America’s Farmers Grow Communities, 

sponsored by the Monsanto Fund.  The grant was won by local farmer Dan Graham of Livingston County, who designated the 

Lodge to be the recipient of the funds.  When asked, Graham said “There was never any question on what organization that I want-

ed the grant to go to.  Our local Elks Lodge has always been a leader in helping our community.  I knew the Lodge would find a 

great place for the donation. 

Elks Exalted Ruler Amie Kepner said “Each year the number of alcohol related teenage deaths is rising.  Nationally, the Elks believe 

that the youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow.  With that in mind, we have to reach out to youth of all ages and make them 

aware of the effects of alcohol consumption and the long-term effects their decisions as youth can have on their future.  By part-

nering with SkillsUSA and Project Prom the Lodge is very proud to be able to take this awareness to another level and be involved 

in programs that have significant impact on area youth.  We are very appreciative and thankful to Elks Lodge Member and Living-

ston County Farmer Dan Graham, who has been active with the lodge for many years, for choosing us as the recipient of the Grant 

which allows us to do this.” 

For six years, America’s Farmers Grow Communities has collaborated with farmers to donate over $22 million to more than 8,000 

community organizations to support local nonprofit causes that positively impact farming communities across rural America.  Grow 

Communities is one program in the America’s Farmers community outreach effort, sponsored by the Monsanto Fund. 

This article was written by Brittany Tutt & published in the Chillicothe Constitution– Tribune on April 27, 2016 





                    East Central District Fall 2016 

          Nelson Scherrer of Festus-Crystal City #1721 leads the           

      The Vietnam Wall Comes to Festus.               motorcycle parade for the Vietnam Wall.  

The East Central District 

celebrates FLAG DAY at 

the Meramec-Arnold Elks    

Lodge #2372 

 

Our Eureka-Pacific # 2644, Americanism 
Essay Winner: Ella Vergara, 12 years old. 

Winner of three (3) levels: 1) Eureka-
Pacific Lodge Winner; 2) District 3rd Place 
Winner; 3) State 1st Place Winner. 

         And, now off to the Nationals. 

                   Congratulations!  

The Eureka-Pacific 
#2644, 3rd Annual Red, 
White & Blue 5K Run.  
The race was held on 
May 28, 2016. The race 
consisted of (128)     
runners. 1st Place Male 
was: John Stinebrook 
and the 1st Place       
Female was: Emily 
Dovell. The race made approximately, $5,000.00 split      
between Focus Marine’s Foundation and the Eureka-
Pacific Scholarship Fund. 

The Eureka-Pacific 
#2644, hosted its 
annual veterans 
benefit for the     
Focus Marines       
Foundation, based 
in St. Louis. It was 
conceived, designed 
& established by 
Marine Corps     
Veterans to help our 
current generation of Marines, sailors, Navy Corpsmen & other service 
members. The lodge presented a check to Mr. Ted Kretschmar, Focus 
Marines Foundation Vice-President of Development for $13,500.00 



         East Central District Fall 2016 

                    

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

High Ridge Lodge # 2455 hosted the “Relay  
for Life” and the “Quarters for Hope.” 

2015-16 Beacon Grant at Work: 

Again, the Festus-Crystal City Lodge #1721 used its Beacon Grant money ($2,000) to 
build a handicap ramp for a deserving local resident. This is the third year, in a row, 
that the lodge has worked with “Hammers of Hope” group to identify and qualify an 
individual that is handicapped, own their home and in need of financial aid to build the 
ramp.  

Festus-Crystal City Lodge #2 in the Nation: 

Festus-Crystal City Lodge #1721 was recognized at the 2016 National Convention for 
their continuing membership improvement. Our lodge finished #2 in the nation in 
Division VI for membership improvement. (Division VI is lodges with 1500+ 
members). Pictured below, with the plaque recognizing our accomplishments, are Jim 
Ross, Membership Chairman, and Kevin Brock, ER. 



 
Ste. Genevieve Lodge #2674 recognizes and honors their First  
             Responders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On these hot days of summer, come to our Potosi 
Lodge #2218 and enjoy our great pool. 
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Elroy the Elk visits the Festus-Crystal City  
Lodge #1721 on their July 4th Celebration 
 



Hannibal Elk’s Lodge # 1198 Thanking our Veterans 

On May16th, 2016 the Hannibal Elk’s Lodge #1198 visited Local Nursing Homes acknowledging our 

Veterans with a token of our appreciation each Veteran received a hat that says “If You Love Your 

Freedom Thank A  Vet.”  Elk’s Lodge #1198 Exalted Ruler- Jerry Mastin, Loyal Knight-Mike Patterson & 

Lecturing Knight-Greg Nichols & Member Jennifer Foster visited Luther Manor & Willow Care Nursing 

Homes. It was an honor to meet the men and women that served our country, to visit with them, 

listening to their stories. The oldest Veteran was at Luther Manor Estel Griggsby he is 103. He was 

unavailable for pictures. Also Not Pictured at Luther Manor was Mr. Griffith we did leave a token of our 

appreciation with the both of them.  We are planning to visit other Local Nursing Homes this week.  

Luther Manor Nursing Home and Retirement Village 

Archie Bell Was in the Korean War he is now 82 years old. Mr. Bell is wearing a hat the Elk’s #1198 gave 

to him a token of our appreciation for our freedom.  

 

Pictured right to left: Hannibal Elk’s Lodge #1198 Lecturing Knight-Greg Nichols, Loyal Knight-Mike 
Patterson, Veteran Archie Bell & Exalted Ruler- Jerry Mastin 
 

 

 

 



Raymond Denler a Veteran of Luther Manor Nursing Home

Pictured Front: Raymond Denler Back left to right: Hannibal Elk’s Lodge # 1198 Loyal Knight-Mike 

Patterson & Exalted Ruler- Jerry Mastin 

 Edwin Brink Veteran of Luther Manor Nursing Home

 

Pictured Left to Right: Veteran Edwin Brink with Hannibal Elk’s Lodge #1198 Lecturing Knight-Greg 

Nichols, Loyal Knight-Mike Patterson & Exalted Ruler- Jerry Mastin 



Donley Lear served in the Army in the Korean War from 1950 to 1956. He is married to Joyce Lear 

retired from Bleigh Construction. He is currently living in the Luther Manor Retirement Village which he 

also took part in building 45 years ago. Donley was a Hannibal Elk’s member many years ago and it was 

with great pleasure to honor him and thank him for his service to our country.  Donley is wearing the hat 

we gave to him for a token of our appreciation. It says “If You Love Your Freedom Thank a Vet.” 

 

Pictured Front:  Donley Lear Back Right to left:  Lecturing Knight-Greg Nichols, Loyal Knight-Mike 

Patterson & Exalted Ruler- Jerry Mastin 

 



  

Each year East-Central District of the Missouri Elk’s (which is comprised of 9 Lodges) host the 

Annual Flag Day Celebration.  On June 11, 2016, the Meramec-Arnold Elks Lodge 2372, had 

the priviledge of hosting the Annual Flag Day Celebration. The celebration was a great success 

with approximately 200 people in attendance. To help us celebrate we invited our State Sponsor, 

Mr. Ted Calicut. We were sorry to learn he could not attend due to illness and wish him a speedy 

recovery. In celebration, vintage military vehicles from the 2nd Ranger Battalion, and vehicles 

from the Military Vehicle Preservation Association were in attendance.  Boy Scout troop 372 

from our Lodge did a flag burning ceremony.  

   

 Boy Scout troop 372 from our Lodge did a flag burning ceremony.  Honor Guard and Color 

Guard was from the Lemay Memorial Post 162, American Legion and also provided the 21 gun 

Salute. Dave Riley was their leader with Terri Storz and Jane Maddock, from our lodge carrying 

the banner.  Winner of the Elks American Essay Contest Winner from Missouri was Ella 

Vergara, reading her essay at the Flag Day Celebration. 

Ronald Wayne Clark, Age 58, was the 2016, Truman Award Recipient.  Each Lodge in the 

District donates $100. The cost of the award is used and the remainder of the money goes to a 

Charity of Mr. Clark’s choice.  Mr. Clark was recognized for his many outstanding contributions 

to the community. 

 Debbie Burkette from our Auxiliary and Debbie Suda wife of our Exalted Ruler, of Elk’s Lodge 

2372, manned the Free Patriotic snow cones that were available for the children and many 

children’s activities were provided.  Members of Elk's Lodge 2372, Auxiliary, worked to provide 

free hamburgers, hot dogs, soda, and water for the festivities. 

 

 



  
 

The Mayor of Arnold the Honorable Ronald Counts was in attendance and presented Elk’s 

Lodge 2372, Exalted Ruler, Russ Suda, (picture on the left) with the Proclamation making June 

14, 2016 as “National Flag Day”. 

 

World War II veterans, Mike Sendlein, Pat Bourisaw, Oscar Masters, and Alva Shell (not shown) 

were awarded a trophy for their military service (picture on the right). 
 



West Central Fall 2016 

Benton County Elks Lodge 2783 

On April 16th, we hosted the annual St. Patrick’s Day Dinner and Dance for 

Adults with Disabilities. We had approximately 50 people who enjoyed 

dancing, playing games and singing Karaoke.  

During April & May we delivered dictionaries to every third in Benton County. 

On May 14th, we chartered a bus and went on a Lodge Crawl. Our 

first stop was Bates County Lodge.  Then it was back on the bus and 

on to Lake Stockton. Our final stop was Nevada Lodge. The hospitali-

ty at these Lodges could not have been any better. We played some 

games, they fed us, and of course we had liquid refreshments. It was 

a fun day, and we all had a great time. 

Benton County Elks Lodge 2783 participated in Warsaw Jubilee Days Pa-

rade by pulling the Missouri Elks drug trailer down Main Street. 

Picnic in the Park for Adults with Disabilities 

On June 27th, we sponsored a picnic for approximately 50 adults with disabilities at Lay 

Park in Warsaw, MO. This event was made possible through receiving the Beaton Grant 

from the Grand Lodge. 

Setting up for Flag Day celebration 



Chillicothe MO Elks Lodge #656 recently awarded 21 scholarships totaling $10,500 to area youth.  Pictured above are some of the  

recipients from Chillicothe High School. 

Front from L-R:  Aaron Baker, Robert Parkey, Marissa Surber, Margaret Resor, Amie Kepner (Elks Lodge Exalted Ruler ), Wagner 

Chapman, Mason Hayward, Riley Rasche. 

Back from L-R:  McCormick Campbell, Claire Chapman, Courtney Reger, Rebecca Stull, Jaylene Sturguess, Lauren Mason , Bryce 

Gott.  Not pictured are: Nate McKiddy, Miranda Estes and Grace Venner. 

Scholarships were also awarded to Logan O’Dell from Braymer High School, Colleen Warburton from Hale High School, Lake Crowe 

from Southwest High School and Michael VanDyke from Meadville High School. 

We are very proud to be able to award scholarships each year and couldn’t do it without the support of our members!  

Marissa Surber was also chosen  to receive a $4,000 Most Valuable Student Scholarship from the Elks National Foundation and 

Jaylene Sturguess was awarded a $4,000 Legacy Award from the Elks National Foundation. 



September 24th 
Perryville Elks 

921 N Perryville Blvd, Perryville MO 

Categories, Chicken, Pork Butt, Ribs, Brisket     

Open Category-Separate Contest 

Entry Fee $30 per category or $100 for all 4 

Open Category $25 

%100 payback Prize Money based on number of teams 

Cooks Meeting Friday Night 7 PM 

Judging begins at 3PM Saturday 

     3:00 Chicken 

     3:30 Ribs 

     4:00 Pork Butt 

     4:30 Brisket 

     5:00 OPEN 

The Lodge has two Camper slots with Hookups, unlimited Tent Camp-

ing and other camper slots with electric available. Camper hookups are 

first come first served by calling 573 547 5552. Rules are KCBS with lo-

cal modifications. Complete rules are available.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners of the Americanism Essay Contest were 

presented with awards at the Washington 

Lodge’s Flag Day Ceremony held at the city park.  

Pictured is the Youth Baseball team sponsored by the 

Washington Elks Lodge. The lodge hosted the team to an 

end of the season party and also donated 30 catcher 

sets to the Washington Youth Sports Association.  

An American Flag Retirement 

Container erected outside the 

Washington Lodge was the 

Eagle Scout project of Kurt 

Roethlisberger Pictured with 

Roethlisberger is PER Nicholas 

Mueller. 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington #1559 









 



2016 Fall Shozem Convention Report 

Hi I'm Bud Clarkson I'm the editor of the Missouri Elks Shozem magazine.  In this issue you'll 

see the shuffleboard tournament, pictures of the new Benevolent Trust vans. We have a page 

devoted to the Missouri Elks Night at the Ballpark where 700 + Elks from both sides of 

Missouri came to root on their Cardinals and Royals. We have the complete National award-

winning Drug Awareness Essay from Miss Cara Lause of Washington Lodge 2659. 

We have the Americanism state essay contest winner as well as the Drug Awareness poster 

contest winner. We cover the softball tournament, the East Central Mardi Gras. 

We have people walking around with Easter baskets looking for tiny cans of beer. We have 

Barbecue Cook offs, we have a Testicle Festival. We have a National Foundation MVS 

scholarship winner who was in a rowing event representing the United States at the Summer 

Olympics. We have a unique story about a reenactment of a drug-related auto accident at 

Chillicothe that is awesome.  

We have car shows, flag ceremonies, motorcycle poker runs we even have a band of Pirates in 

this issue. There is even more in the EShozem. 

Who can you thank for this? From the East Central Andy Morgan, Metro West Eric & Lacy 

Farmer,  Southeast Bud Clarkson, Northeast Betsy Crawford, Southwest Don & Susan Cook,  

Metro East Kathi Rike,  Northwest Kevin Judas, West Central Judy Youngs, Convention 

Photographer-Diane Miller, and our traveling MEA photographer Dave Hutson. Dave’s pictures 

are throughout the Magazine. 

 

I believe that every Lodge in the state of Missouri is represented in this magazine. Sometimes I 

had to go to the lodge websites.  I have went to the Missouri Elks Facebook page. I Google 

Lodge names and have taken stuff directly from your local newspapers. One of my proudest 

articles in the Shozem came directly from the Excelsior Springs standard. 

 

What is represented by your Lodge is directly related to what your Lodge put into it. Did you 

send an article to your District editor? Did you send me an article? Most of the better articles 

started off with someone in your lodge contacting someone from the Shozem. 

 

I enjoy working with Missouri Elks Shozem Magazine. Each issue I try to outdo myself. The 

magazine is only as good as what goes in. What comes out is up to you. Thank you for this 

opportunity. See you all next spring!! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Bud Clarkson MO Shozem Magazine 
  


