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The E Shozem is an opportunity to  present items and articles that are too large to give a 

whole page in the State Newspaper. Any one can submit an EShozem page and if it is MO Elk-

able I will add it here. Thanks to everyone for sending me submissions 

Americanism Essay Contest 
(Too Late for Shozem) 

Congratulations to our 2014-15  

Americanism Essay Contest Winners: 
Division 1: (5-6th grades)  
1st-Camryn Basler, St. Genevieve 
Lodge #2674 
2nd-Monte Seminole, Joplin Lodge #501 
3rd-Ryan Gray, Troy Elks #2805 
Division 2: (7-8th grades) 
1st-Tyler Bates, Christian County Lodge #2777 
2nd-Rhys Prosser, Crestwood Lodge #2503 
3rd-Maggie Pfaff, Chillicothe Lodge #656 

 

A special TY to the students, lodge chairmen, district chairmen and 

Ernie, Kevin, Tony and Tony who helped me narrow down the final-

ists. Our theme was, "What the Pledge of Allegiance Means To Me". 

Kiss an Elk Today!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 24th, Louisiana Lodge 791 held the 9th 

Annual Bob Battern Chili Cookoff.  This fundraising event 

is the sole source of technical school scholarships awarded 

annually in local schools by the Louisiana Lodge 

791.  Bob Battern's daughters started the Cookoff as a 

tribute to their father's memory and the hard work he 

contributed to Lodge 791.  He worked hard helping the 

Lodge members raise funds for the George Keith 

Memorial Scholarship as well as the Elks Lodge 791 

Scholarship and they felt it only fitting to set up an 

additional scholarship in his honor.  The event is well 

attended with several categories of Chili being judged (and 

eaten!), commemorative t-shirt/sweat shirts being sold, 

raffles, and a huge washers tournament.  The winners in 

the Chili cookoff are pictured and the winning team from 

the washers tournament.  Next year's fundraiser is 

expected to feature a DJ and additional contests.  It's a 

great fun event as well as a fundraiser for a worthy cause. 

 
Pictured left to right are: Ritchie Minor, Jan Edwards, Tim 

Carter, Elaine Gore, Rob Lumley, Aimee Hirst, Marilyn 

Woods, Christina Windmiller, Donnie Stewart 

 

 

St. Clair Happenings: 

$1200 was donated to a local little league baseball team to 

help purchase a portable pitching mound. 

 

$2500 was also donated to St Clair High School sports 

programs to help purchase equipment. 

 

Donated their hall and clean up to several fund raising 

events which helped to generate over $25,00 via silent 

auctions, bake sales and other food sales.  This included a 

benefit($15,00 raised) we had for a local youth that was 

struck and killed while waiting for the school bus. 

 

 

  

First Lady Betsy Crawford with Cindy Heimann, wife 

of Administrative Assistant Mike Heimann, 

introducing the newest member of their entourage to 

Dang and Dong, their traveling mascots.  Kitty was 

purchased at Potosi Lodge’s annual Christmas 

Auction.   

 

 

 

 

State President Brian Crawford and Betsy, along 

with Administrative Assistant Mike Heimann and 

Cindy, and other State and Lodge Officers enjoy 

breaking curfew while visiting and celebrating Potosi 

Lodge’s successful auction. 



 

The Louisiana Elks Lodge 791 contributed $1,000.00 

towards the purchase of a new thermal imaging camera for 

the Louisiana Volunteer Fire Department.  The department 

has begun a fundraising campaign to finance the nearly 

$12,000 necessity and looked to the Elks Lodge to help 

kick start the effort.  Fire Chief Mike Lesley and Captain 

Mike Chidster are both Elks members and know the Elks 

motto "Elks Care Elks Share" means they can be counted 

on to step up for community needs.  Lodge 791 Exalted 

Ruler Porter Elliott challenges other local civic groups and 

businesses to help fund the purchase of this critically 

needed equipment.  The City of Louisiana has pledged up 

to $6,000.00 in matching funds to facilitate the purchase. 

Pictured left to right:  Louisiana Elks Lodge Exalted Ruler 

Porter Elliott, Louisiana Volunteer Fire Department Chief 

Mike Lesley, Captain Philip Quattrocchi, Captain Mike 

Chidster, and Elks Lodge Leading Knight Robert Brown. 

        

  

St. Clair ER Ralph Thurman presenting check for $1200 to 

Doug Thurman from the St. Clair Baseball Association for 

a pitching mound.    

 

St. Clair ER Ralph Thurman pictured with award Lodge 

received for Organization of the Year from the St Clair 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

The Northeast District held their First Annual Mardi Gras 

at St. Clair Lodge on February 21.  A good time was had 

by all with proceeds going to Benevolent Trust and for 

other works in the District. 

 

State President Brian Crawford with Administrative 

Assistant Mike Heimann kick off the event. 

 

 



 

Jefferson City’s Eileen Scrivner and Anna Kabler take 

time out to pose with Administrative Assistant Mike 

Heimann at the NE District Mardi Gras. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tyler and Jacob Schrimpf assist their 

grandfather Jim Logan from Jefferson City 

Lodge 513 serve refreshments to the 

Veterans, their families and staff at the Harry 

S. Truman Veterans Hospital at the Christmas 

Eve Dinner. 

Jefferson City Lodge 513 for the second 

year provided a Christmas Eve dinner to 

the veterans, their families and staff of the 

Harry S. Truman Veterans Hospital.  All 

were surprised by a special visit by Santa 

Clause. 

Santa enjoying time with veteran and 

getting a lesson in playing bingo. 







Missouri Elks 

State Golf Tournament 

August 1-2, 2015 
 

Hole Sponsorships 

$60 for signs on both courses 

 

Name/Info you would like on the sign: 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________ 

 

 

Your Phone and email:_______________________ 

 

Payment Deadline  July 15, 2014. 

 

Make Check Payable to Clinton Elks Lodge #1034 

 

Mail to:  Steve Cummings 

  901 E Ohio 

  Clinton  MO  64735  

 

Additional info contact:  Steve Cummings    

                         scumming@amfam.com 

        660-885-1123  

 

mailto:scumming@amfam.com


         State President Visits                

  Oakville 

                State President Visits Trenton 

PSP Rich Larkin, Brian, PSP Richard Techau, President Elect Duane Heldenbrand,  

PSP Gary Ballinger  
President Elect Duane Hidenbrand and Angie at the start of the Trenton Parade  



MEA State Bowling 



ELKS NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE COMMISSION 
MARCH 2015 GRAND LODGE NEWSLETTER MESSAGE 

 
 

“Army of Hope” 
 
 For the past 11 years, our “Army of Hope” has provided a wide variety of assistance, support, 
and relief for those who are serving in the Military and their families.  This Elk program of service was a 
natural and formal addition to our other Elks National Veterans Service Commission programs at the time 
and officially expanded our Commission’s efforts to include currently serving Military personnel as well as 
Veterans.   
 
 Our “Army of Hope” was established and organized as a program, enabling and encouraging 
Lodges and State associations to provide support and assistance for the families of their local Military 
Reserves and National Guard Units who were deployed in “harm’s way”, to defend our National Interests 
during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Well, the “Army of Hope” of today has evolved into much, 
much, more, providing direct support for all deployed troops, as well as their families.  Lodges and State 
Associations have and continue to provide all sorts of personal hygiene, clothing and comfort items, food 
items, phone cards, etc. to these troops.  In addition an even greater effort is being made to make their 
return home as easy and pleasant as possible for both the trooper and the family.  Elk Lodges and 
individual Elk members continue to participate in “Welcome Home” events at airports, military bases, and 
the like for these returning Heroes.  Lodges and “Army of Hope” Committees are holding “Welcome 
Home” celebrations, as well as providing financial and other individual forms of assistance, all to help 
each returning Hero in their individual and personal effort to pick up and continue a normal life with their 
family. 
 
 Many of our Heroes return with injuries, both physically and psychologically - the Wounded 
Warriors.  Others, tragically, are even less fortunate and return as Fallen Heroes.  Once again, our “Army 
of Hope” has stepped into the breach by providing assistance and relief to the individual Hero Warrior, as 
well as the families of those Fallen Heroes.  Through a wide range of fund raising activities Our “Army of 
Hope” is providing funds for rehabilitation activities, services and facilities.  Funding is also being 
provided to purchase rehabilitation equipment and aids.  In the case of the Fallen Heroes, our “Army of 
Hope” organizes groups of Elk members to show proper honor and respect to the Fallen Hero, and 
comfort to the family when they are returned home, as well as continuing events to honor their service 
and memory.  Elks all across our Order make up our “Army of Hope” and are bringing comfort and relief 
to our troops and their families, day in and day out.  
 
 The question is – is your Lodge involved and are you personally involved in this most worthy 
effort?  If not, why not?  The troops, these Heroes and their families certainly deserve the support and 
assistance of all Americans.  They serve and give up so very much that we might be free and able to 
pursue our lives as we wish.   
 
 If you and your Lodge are not currently involved in our “Army of Hope” effort, please contact the 
following for information on how to get started.  Every Lodge and every Elk should be involved in this 
effort!! 

Elks National Veterans Service Commission 
2750 North Lakeview Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60614-1889 
 

 If you are currently involved – Thank you, and please forward any information about your program 
and efforts, letters, pictures, reports to the same address listed above. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Paul D. Helsel, PGER - Chairman 
ENVSC Commission  



ELKS NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICE COMMISSION 
APRIL  2015 GRAND LODGE NEWSLETTER MESSAGE 

 
MEDAL OF VALOR 

 
 As part of your Lodge Veterans Program, have you looked for a way to appropriately 
recognize the death of a local service member who has made the ultimate sacrifice on the field 
of battle in Iraq or Afghanistan?  Please consider the ENVSC Medal of Valor Program.  The 
Medal of Valor can be presented by your Lodge to the family of a fallen hero.  It is intended to 
honor the memory of those who lost their lives in the voluntary defense of our country. 
 
 The Medal of Valor is available from the Elks National Veterans Service Commission at a 
modest price of $8.00, which includes shipping.  It is attractive, nicely made, comes with a 
presentation case and can be engraved.  It bears the legends “Operation Enduring Freedom” 
and “Operation Iraqi Freedom”, and the message “Presented by the Grand Lodge of the B. P. O. 
Elks to the family of (Engraved Name)”. 
 
 Iraq and Afghanistan continue to be hotly contested battlefields.  We pray no more lives 
will be lost in those venues.  However, until conflict ends, the Order of Elks will do all it can to 
honor those men and women who voluntarily defend our freedom.  The Medal of Honor 
beautifully expresses this to the families of those who will not return. 
 
 The Medal of Valor can be easily and quickly ordered from the Elks National Veterans 
Service Commission at Vets@Elks.org, or by calling the Chicago office at (773)755-4736. 
 
James L. Nichelson, PGER 
Vice-Chairman 
Elks National Veterans Service Commission 

 

mailto:Vets@Elks.org









